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Applicant's election without traverse of the species of Group B, claims 3, 13, 21 , 
22 and 24-34 in the reply filed on October 13, 2008 is acknowledged. 

Claims 1 , 2, 4-12, 14-20 and 23 are thus withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on October 13, 2008. 

Of those claims currently listed as readable on the elected species, claims 21, 22 
and 24-34, each ultimately depend from non elected claim 1 and are thus, by 
dependency, not readable on the elected species. Additionally, on further review, claim 
35 is in fact readable on the elected species as it is dependent from claim 3 and 
includes recited details pertinent to the species of figures 4-8 and is examined below. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 3, 13 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as being anticipated 
by Blagg (U. S. Pat. No. 2,859,771). 

The patent to Blagg discloses, in the figures for example, an "insertable 
component (generally at seat 1 1 ), which is embodied as through-flow regulator that is 
insertable into a gas or liquid line, comprising a housing (11), with at least one throttle or 
regulating body (15) being arranged inside said housing, limiting a control gap (between 
the sides of the housing 1 1 and the cooperating face of the valve head 1 5) between the 
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throttle or regulating body (15) and a housing (11) wall, with the control gap (between 
these surfaces) changing depending on pressure, the housing (1 1 ) is comprised of at 
least two housing parts (1 1 and bolt 16) and between the facing sides of two housing 
parts, a housing seal (at 23) is provided, which is connected in one piece to the at least 
one throttle body or regulating body (15) supported inside the housing (1 1 )" as recited. 

Regarding claim 13, in Blagg, "the throttle body (15) is mounted in a housing 
chamber (inside 11) between the upstream and the downstream housing part (bolt 16 
and seal at the lower end of the housing 1 1 ) and the downstream housing part (bolt 1 6) 
is provided with a downstream rest and an exterior support(the periphery of the bolt 
head) and the upstream housing part (lower end of the housing) is provided with an 
interior housing wall (valve seat) forming a limit of the control gap or a similar rest for 
the annular throttle body (15)" as recited. 

Regarding claim 35, in Blagg, "at least one housing wall (read at the valve seat of 
the housing portion 11), limiting a control gap (between the housing wall and the 
cooperating face of valve 15), is provided with a regulating profiling (e.g. cooperating 
surfaces) extending approximately in the through-flow direction" as recited. 

Of those claims listed as readable on the elected species but are otherwise 
dependent from a claim not readable on the elected species, note the following. 

Claim 21 includes allowable subject matter but is currently dependent on non 
elected claim 1 . 

Claim 22 appears to be met by Blagg as Blagg includes a "lip shaped throttle 
body" at valve 15. 
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Claim 24 appears to be met by Blagg as Blagg discloses a "lip shaped throttle 
body (at valve 15) aligned with a free lip end region thereof extending diagonally 
opposite a through flow direction". That is the free end of the valve 15 is diagonally 
opposite a region of the valve in which fluid is allowed to flow 

Claim 25 appears to be met in consideration of Blagg in view of Cummings (U. S. 
Pat. No. 3,022,796) as Cummings discloses the employment of a valve stop at numeral 
36 which mechanically stops flexible valve, at 25, lip movement. 

Claim 26 appears to be met by Blagg as Blagg discloses "at least one lip shaped 
throttle body (15) comprising a lip section (at the top free end of the valve) aligned 
approximately lateral to a through flow direction, which extends to a free lip end region 
(at the end of the lip of the valve 15) aligned opposite the flow through direction". 

Claim 27 appears to be met in consideration of Blagg in view of Cummings (U. S. 
Pat. No. 3,022,796) as Cummings discloses the employment of a valve stop at numeral 
36 which mechanically stops flexible valve, at 25, lip movement. 

Claim 28 appears to be met by Blagg as Blagg discloses a "housing part (11) 
comprising at least approximately concentric annular walls (one forming the outer 
seating surface, the other surrounding base 13), connected via approximately radial 
connection bars" read on the spider like arms connecting base 13 to housing 1 1 while 
allowing fluid flow therethrough. 

Claim 29 appears to be met by Blagg as the "connection bars (the arms 
supporting the base relative to the housing) support the throttle body" 15. 
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Claim 30 appears to include allowable subject matter but is currently ultimately 
dependent on non elected claim 1 . 

Claim 31 , being dependent on claim 30 appears to include allowable subject 
matter but is currently ultimately dependent on non elected claim 1 . 

Claim 32, being dependent on claim 30 appears to include allowable subject 
matter but is currently ultimately dependent on non elected claim 1 . 

Claim 33, being dependent on claim 30 appears to include allowable subject 
matter but is currently ultimately dependent on non elected claim 1 . 

Claim 34 appears to be met by Blagg in view of widely known notoriously old 
varietals in flexible valve materials. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN RIVELL whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
4918. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 6:00am-2:30pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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